T -w CHILDREN, INC.
24 PERIMETER CENTER EAST
SLTTE a1t
ATLANTA, GEQORGIA 30346
ZZL-» 9101577 »

1.800,4,522-7913
FAX 7700 30171586 © |
wowewe hapetarchildren om

Iambar:
Joint Courcil on Infemationgl Children's Services
Geangia Assoe. of Loonsod Adoption Agencics

UL.A. Department of State, CA/OCS/TRI
Adoption Regulations Dacket Roum

SA-10
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Comments in reference to docket number State/ AR-01/96

As o passionuie udoption advocate and adoption professional For the pusl two und &
Lall years, Twould like to present the following suggestions regarding the proposed
rugulations:

1. Elimunate the requirement for agencies to carry 3 months of operating
expenves, Cur ugency may not ba able to fulfill this requirement due W vur
consideruble dependency on donations and fees, along with variolions in
the ceonomy and the uncerainty of international adoption programs. |
firmly believe this requirement could force many small apencics to close
their doors.

Lirop the requirement thut Home Study cuseworkers have a Masters degree.
In my professional opinion, cither & Bachelors depres or documented
trabmng and experience should suffice. Our Home Study deparunent is
comprised of competent, well-tramned, and highly experienced caseworkers.
It iz not feasible for each one of these caseworkers 1o obtain a Masters
degree. 1f this requirement stands, it would not be possible to find enough
people, not 1o mention the cost would be exorbitant. Furthermore, a
Masters degree cannot insure more quality than vears of experience aud
contineal, specificd training,

Lastly, T request in thar these regulations be rewriticn AND
republished BEFORE becoming final.

L]

R-':s_]].ml:lful]y subminzd,

g . ' .
C/é,‘u,.g.-:- dal{f.:-d..
HOPE for EHldren, Ine.

il

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC ADOPTIONS

Attiliated with HOPE waridwide



